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F,HE ETHNIC COMPOSITICON OF ASSAVI'J
AN OVERVIEW |

]
|| The word ‘Assam’ is an Ang-
ised form of the Assamese word

srlm Although there are Several
4

inions regarding the origin of
. name Asama, it is believed to
_connected with the  Shan in-
ers, now known as
land

i:;nhing of the thirteenth century,

Ahoms,
o entered the in the
D. and ruled over most of the
sent Assam Valley for  about
) years till the coming of the
1826.' Banikanta

kati suggests that the word Asama
aning ‘pearless’

tishers in

may be a latt-
ay; Sanskritization of some earlier
mation like acham by which

Shan peo>1= were . known.?

by ;
Prof. Nandita Chaliba
Department of Pol. Science

In Tai (Ahom) language, Cham
means to be defeated, and with
the prefix ‘a’ the formation acham
would mean undefeated or ‘peerless’
was applied to the Shans by the
local people.? The. word Asama
first given to- the Shans (Ahoms)
was later on applied to the country.?

Although in 'early times Assam
then known ‘as Pragjyotisha  or
kamarupa, covered a much wider
area including the whole of Eas-
tern Bengal down to the sea, as
well as Bhutan and a part of
Bihar,
ted to the, Brahmaputra Valley
and the Barak -Valley
the hill - districts of karbi’Anglong

present day Assam is limi-

including

P —— e

en Das College Journal




and North Cachar Hijjls.
hty Brahamaputra river,with
numerous tributarieg

n-mst through al] the plains dj
Ticts of Assam -

influence op the life ang c
of the Assamese People. Ajt

The mig-
its
flowing al-

» GXCrCises greqt

ulture
hough

. )

i::o-ctt:tum] tradiy; differep
of Assyry . ition 05 jatd
lime e tl-sl Shifte . lldlary

much "_e Present y Atlm
ore, T O thap SSam
eghalay, e :fas be
nce for d 5! > et galand,
19Wt oA S ASs;ir:)lv i

B

Ji Next to the Mon-Khmer tribe
population of Assam caﬁﬂc’ame the speakers of the Tibeto-
discussed properly With'out.ilurman languages of the Mongo-
ing to the entire regionﬂf llian stock who pushed the Mon-
Bast' Tddia. Khmer tribe to the Khasi and
I 45 not possible to sa!iliaintia hills. There were three

¢ (groups of the Tibeto-Burman tribe,
Assﬂf:lljamely, the Naga; the Kuki-chin
sWand the Bodo. The Naga and

apatuki (Mizo) groups were pushed
raga;i) the Southern hills and the
,fBodo group became the most
ominant population in the plains

initely as to who We
liest inhabitants ©
Sanskrit teX
the Ramayana, the
and Some of the
inhabitants of Assa” i
to as Kiratas, Cinas (Chcoméo’f Assam. The Bodo group in-
other primitive tribes ,xi:iudes most of the other non-
designated as Mlecchas ﬂﬂsls jryan tribes of Assam, namely
The Mahabharat? i 0 he Koc, Kachari, Gare, Dimasa,
army of Bhagadatt? is Qiooeze, LA MO N iva), “Rabiial
of Cina and Kirata_sguigﬂ;rhutla. N:;(:hl’l I‘%ajor'{g, e:tc.. ;
glitered like gold: * L | Th e e dn it e
ences, © popular custom; A55’t0. severalsogliz\l;ii S;Eh ¥ th;
imasa, " arua an
O'f the place name® g iﬂhﬂh':hcngal.The Dimasas are primarily
dicate that the earli® i thﬁh hill people and now live in the
of Assam belonged (e :North. Cachar hills, The other
Khmer branch © the three sections live in the plains
stock. The date whe? (0 of Upper Assam. The Rabhas
115t ive in lower Assam. The Garos

ancient

al

are mostly confined to their own
homeland, the Garo hills of Mag-
halaya. The Karbis and the Mis-
sings, two other major tribes of
the Mongolian stock, live resge-
ctively in the Mikir hills and
the plains of Lakhimpur district.

The Ahoms, who from a me-
mber of the Tai or Shan family
entered Assam from Upper Burma
by the North-eastern route in the
early decades of the thirteenth
century. The Ahoms established
their kingdom in Upper Assam,
gradually extending their territory
to the whole of the Brahmaputra
Valley. They became almost Hin-
duised and adopted local Assamese
Janguage in course of time. In
later periods, the Ahoms were
followed by other Shan tribes,
namely, the Khamyang, the Khamti
the Turung, the Aiton and the
Phakial These belong
to the Tai linguistic group. They
are Buddhist by religion

About the time the Mongolian
tribes were entering Assam from

peoples

o

0"
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the North-east, the Aryans started

maki I
aking thejr appearance in the

Panjab from t4e nerih-west”
d:a]ly they spread ove |
0

Gra-

I_the whole
northern [ndi, across the Gap

getic Valley, Eventual]y Seme of
£ 0

the
- Artyans Teached Acgy
their Castward mg N

B thar and North

in
vement thrOUgh
Benga]

',1"untouchabi1ity has been almost
land, settled here and qssimb ‘unknown in Assam through the
with the local population \0% ages. THhis significant feature of
ome part and parcel of the# | Assamese society can possibly ‘be
Assamese community- ‘ ‘ascribed to the predominantly Mon-

After British occupa{ion‘fgolian strain in thé camposition
Assam many tea—gardens we[Z_of the people. Among other rea-
ened in the state, when Peﬂ.sons for suchasituationin‘ AssaTn,
be]oﬂging'to different ethnic g% one may be the nao-Valstlmawte
from Bihdr, Orissa, adh}’?i‘imovement launched by S-rlmanta
desh, Uttar pradcsl“i, ot I“a ;San‘karadeva, the grez‘lt saint and
ted to Assalm o work in thc"'lsoc;alreforn.ler of medieval Assam.
gardens. Other peoples who d. s lt. P ,thatf gloflflz
to Assam during the Britis szlvery g B

. : Iu

erent ethnic stocks and cultural
groups entered Assam at differe-
nt times by varicus routes. They
settled in - Assam and in cours
of time all these popuiétion con-
tributed their respective shares in
building up a composite Assamese
people and culture withe Assamese
as its major language: This long
process of assimilation and form-
ation of the greater Assamese na-
tion hLas significent impact on the
life. society and culture of the

land and people.

and after jndependenc® 1ﬂGNepu -
. .. the

Be“gahs,'the Marwaris Hr"’ g REFERENCES

etc, Many of them ahe 5" 1T 584-5

Permanently absor'tcd I‘nt 1. Kakati, B. : Assamese o Tts Xvi b

Assamese society. -fﬂctﬂquormation and Development; p.4 5 Kakati, B. : Assamese : It

A very significaﬂt' o tﬂlz '  urlh Formation and Development; pp,

) i telh ai . ¢« Hist 0 ssamni;

Assam s the fusion wh Maﬂf it SEENEon; 26-52

; L
ha]l.Cul_fures. Anothe? 5!”55;6. Kakati, B.

fe . . " is ‘ |

; ature which disting" ' is ﬂ;Formation and Development; p.4

‘om the rest of IﬂdI tYOI
o1y

cl '.15‘

. Assamese 3 Its

absence in Assamese S° 4 ‘Mahabharata” Udyogparva,

6. Barua, B.K.: A Cultural His-
tory of Assam, p.7

7. Barkataki, S. : Assam (NBT)
1969, p.7

s ' h
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‘ In the early period, Sanskrit
was made the vehicle of thought

DEVELOPMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATIONEHCI expression in Assam but in-

IN ASSAM IN PRE-INDEPENDENCE
PERIOD

of educat;
o0 from ape;

ne ;
The roots of th eat timeg;

] € syst
to ancient timeg JStem 80 back

i When
im
parted nowledg b
vedas tq 4 selec gr a4 o
ents f; i S
Vi r;m. prlestly or th &
Guru.k ] Syste Wag : r"]ing
5 ow
transmﬂmd h t of leg nip ol
o 11 in g oy
. hermit, Cre T
r;lalntenanc that o .
hhe Brahmms end ahmiﬂ
arags’ i |
asals maj tained i i
as. of thejp o et
€Xpansjop of th R
the

“eptive progress may have been
nade in the development of Assam-
ste script and the language. It
S very interesting that in most of
ukd{he rock and copper plate inscri-
Cat;oﬂr?tions of time writtings were in
Jevanagari script and language

7as in Sanskrit.
iiare., soce Gurugfihas é There was a great development
Sanskrit Tolas atronisﬁd Py f.ﬁ edieationn n the- st
9:88:: P ihe Ahoms had their own educa-

tulers. In these centf® |

stV }onal system and it was confined

. f
tions i : -anches © ¢ s

! in various branch® e “‘11':;1'Inly to the royal families and
Including  the religious

: [’S'“le nobility. There was democr-
‘fparted by qualified tEag 08 hisation of education under the im-

Mrs. Binapani
Dept. of Edu

. g : ;
Were very keen in dischd & fict of the neo-vaisnavite movement.

‘4 . scflp | _—
duties; The various vi]l”{he doors of the Brahminical and

testify that the Brahmi? eacl‘fh()m eduction were opened only
Were responsible for the tof\ a few. But it w?.s Srimanta
of the vedas, the sySi\‘ﬂﬂsr finkardeva who carried the learn
losophy and various Oth;v,ﬂ 8 contained in scriptures to the
Ches of learning Sankaf dors of the common people. The
g of "~ Owth and development of the

gI'Eat ‘ i
vais aln oh ' _
L ca?! “ gsamese  script and literature

Teceiveq his early ¢

education in formal as well as

in informal way.

when Assam came under the
British ‘in 1826 the
system of education Howrished,

indigenous
Assam’s educational institutions
consisted in pathsalas for Hindus
tolas for Brahmins, Madrassas for
Muslims and satras for the vais-
navites. Before the charter Act for
1833 thier was no noticeable prog-
ress in the field of education.
Lord Macaulay, Law Member
of the Governor’s Executive cou-
ncil suggested a detailed plan of
British education in India in 1835.
The recommended a system of higher
education that would impart know-
ledge of European literature and
science through the medium of
English, The Despatch of charles
wood in 1854 gave a fillip to the
secondary and collegiate education
elsewhere there was a
in the number of

in Bengal
rapid increase
vernacular and middle vernacular
in schools Assam.

There were no colleges titl-the ..

t* dich' found th for mass
de?” Jch found the way
the Tola of Brahmin stt RER L : -
thus allowed to study

the Brahmin students:

aloﬂﬁ | _
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end of the nineteenth century in
Assam, In 1864 two schools one
at Gauhati and the other at Sibsa-
‘gar ‘had been establisheq for higher
-english  education, In July 1865
the Inspector of schools

that collegiate education he impar-
ted inside Assam itself wit

h a view
to training the natives for offices

tY- ACC()-

insisted

of trust and I€Sponsibjj
rding tq the Iecommep
the Government of

annum o -
In Ma
section wasy olpegrf;dt : o
schog] With affiliatl : '[Gaukfatl
Xaminatiqy, in IS, My hf i
:1:12 zducated SSamege p:.z“lty :
Conr;gzdh;theA €sty *hshment pjfde
g $sam Hunary Johin stae
R : then Chief Com-
g .AS“ m g Opteq t?
€stabligp S - dedded :
llege ; the Pr ‘to
OVince

by the Calcutta

s d to
- and it increasc¢

5 Most of colleges imparted
In 27 may 1901 Assar:,i instruction in' Arts subje‘-'t.S b:;g::
college (cotton collcgle) W “‘i?‘;cicnce_.teachmg \'Nas ::11311 o
- ederik Willia% sive. Tt was only in cotto ts like
Vi Fllc first px-incipal ‘that some science subjects
sen was the fir il

ice "™ physics, chemistry and mathematics
ege. He devoted serv™™ 44

torts “iwere taught to a limited number
Due to the eff® , *of s i i
| ar
Girish chandra Roynce @ ' Cotton college and I\éz; i
-ovi 1
college of the plo\/S lhet";chand college were the cen
be established

: ion 1 up to
t12 13111°;hl'gher education in Assam
191+ :
Surma Valley, In
. . an
was provinmahsed

| io1 coll-
g i 41930' “Though various br;fe\;d ;
A S
o it :éges came to be esta ;.Ch s
whi
a first grade colleg i aﬂi,&vas the cotton college i
The college was 2" iqersmﬁnued to' attract a goo
- !
¢ of students. il
1930 another collee” ¢ There had been no

b 6|IteII' . [!a Wellt mainly
V t “ StUdentS

€ qﬂ‘f
the Brindaban CO]le9g35 A i
was started. In 1t‘o o §
colleges had Comecollegegﬂ[
the Lady Kean® ad’ GW
ong, the St. B4 o4 8
st Anthony "Ouef esil"hﬂf¥ i
ucharn college & ;2

i
tha tliﬁ‘
very remarkabl® ™.

to Calcutta and Dacca university
for higher education® To  fulfil
the aim of higher education of
Assam students. Government deci-
ded to open post graduate classes
in the two Government colleges
at Gauhati and Sylhet in differe-
nt subjects begining from 1947-
48. In 1933 education was made
a provincial subject establishment
of a separate university. J.R. can-
ningham was assigned with the
task of submitting a repm:t o.n
establishment of a wuniversity in
Assam. In 1848, Assam came to
have her own university aqd all
post graduate classes were handed

‘over to Gauhati university. |

5 |
. ed r];l ‘
ent was admitt e " |
College for the 36
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RELEVANCE of ISLAM AT PRESEN!

: Man the greapeq
1S, evolves th,

. Ough ageg ¢ o .
against the R ges flghtmg
‘has Undergone

of all creqy.

Written by— sﬂ‘
Prof Ali Akbar B
Eod?!

Department of £t
Hal®

S. D. College,

causes political subJUgation.,a[é;

omic exploitation, and Soadi"
5. The end of the Mefd

a haiolts
£%S, and the terminatio? 1

'eSsive days of the feuda-al'fi
ieralde] o new era of Ciwused
; P
fl: 1€W social trend: do¥ eqtj‘
me hUman mind with the e,c‘.
ine_rtof Science and with ! Fal
BROT S Renaicsance 48 il

Matjq ) f
2 n-l Science played j G
fole ip doi awéd
d()ubts oIg p I’ﬂ[ﬂ

B amd superstition®
: D
Science now stood #° .

rnO{]S .
th With natyralism- b ﬂ’f

{,
p0!

€0
uredry that «what cann®
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at all” was established as an article
of faith by the modern thinkers
and philosophers. The history of
western science and  philosophy
testifies this fact' Decartis (died
in 1650), who is acknowledged as
the father of the wastern philoso-
Phy was a strong beliener in God
and permanent existeme of spirit
Side by side with the matter. But

~ the same Decartes introduced the

theory mechanical explanation of
the phenomenal of’ the physical
-World which eventually relapsed
Into matter calim. Hobbes ( died-
1679) went a step further and

~ OPenely opposed the existeme of

40y super natural power. He rega-

Tded the system of the universe
and everything in it as mechanic-

Ally, explainable, He did not belivene
MY role of any physics. spiritual
Or. rational force in this matteri-
f‘llst World. But he also believed
M God because to belicve in cause
Bhisthesscanses s a logical require-
rment' It was the same period
hen spinoza (died-1677) came_into

‘picture, as the greatest of rationa-

tism in the 17th century. He saw
no difference between matter; spi-
rit and God and fused God and
the universe into a single whole,
refusing to accept God as absolute
authority in this single whole. Lei-
britz (died-1716) and Locke (d-1704)

believed in God, but both of them

were inclived towards naturalim.
This was the 17th century think-
ing and philosophy in which con-
cept of God and mnaturalism wor-
ked side by side. By then the
science, had not fully assumed the
colour, of atheism, none of the
of science including
copernicus, kepler, Gualileo, and
Newton was an atterist. But they

robed the mysteries of the uni-
g for forces, other

exponents

verse, lookin

than the Divine theory-

By th 18th century, ‘it had
ystal clear that any way

¢ er
beet s g which probed the

f thinkin . .
; f universe ignoring Gods

|1l ultimatety result
atheinu, and secu-

system O

existence sha

in materialism;




. kers like

larism, Eighteenth'century pred-
uced liberal philosphers ang thin-

Hardle,

La  Mettric, Hol-Back:

John Toland, Dayid
Gosheph, Prieslh, Valtaire

- Denis
Diderot, Montesque, ) Roussea’
and others who eithier :

ner, ez(ﬂbe;

Comte

(] BuCh.

and Other tll]nkers ) ) MOleSChotle

denied EXistence

2 1f
Mll}l1 Projecteq & propertieg
SOp TSR e
Spenz ki Ulitay anjg . hilg
% er Forcefully 'll'] ethiCs
Iy of e OJec
nism; aut hl_l Ophicgyy eted the
System i il o Volugj,.
f Chga
in it‘ Dl Crse and tOf the
Biology Coveries th h.e life
By, Physiolo - € fielg o
and

1
Zoolrgy. progress of practical 59@
ec and abundance of material ffsl |

ces confirmed.

: fh
Darwin’s theory of evoll

o ool
played a remarkable role in I*
Ing this concept of naturalis?
materialism ivd developi“g 1

1 jen
logical, reasonable and 57

origh

theory  Darwain’s book ol

SPecies” (1859) is c:ons.ic’.erﬁd 2 |
lutionary contribution in thc,\t‘
of science, His rcasoniﬂg E‘
. Ppealed and captured the ﬂ;“]
of 19th sentury’s scientist®’
oritatively confined "tHE
that the universe canfunct,l?ﬂﬂd
]_JOUt God¢ The western ci vms}’i
S the product of this Y&
9%0phy and science- Thereli’é
'0Om for any foar of an ,
erfulGOd, Hoptany guest”

| ; a0y
"Velation from God 19 Eis “{lﬂ
Dt of |ife after death- aﬂcd

Wstem g devoidiof the 4

d.

of CompaSSiOH fear of o 855,t]:
Bht formardnese ruthfis
for th ' , 11 P‘

1‘”’““’”?1-}« o

{0

¢ fight, morality’ .

ct
esg and aksd

tb“ |

and the worship of PpoWe

—__Tha people of t

form the fourdations of i Islamic
civilisation,

The whole of mankind Musli-
ms as well as Non-Muslims and
the peoples of the East as’ well
as the west are today be set with
grave evil, their lives are gover-
ned by a culture that was born
in crass materialism and is DOW
totally- stesped init. They denied

" Gol and began to worship the self

and false God.: It is indeed this
false God that has made science
a weapen for the destruction of
mankind vitiated morality with
self-indulgence, hypoeriy and unf-
ettered freedom. and subjected the

economic lifz at men 1O crgss
selfishness and fatrieibal conflict.

Again it is this God that had in-

jeeted the poison of selfishness

o o S
and scf-indulgence and luxuilou

- 4 0
living into every aspect o socia

life, It polluted the politics with

racial d:scrimination

Nitionalism
r and

made it .cﬁfSe for the mankx‘nd.
he west who
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themselfs planted this pernicious
tree of modernity, aré now dis-
gusted with it ] has
such serious problems in all aspects
of their that every attempt to solve
them raises countless new dificu=
Ities and complications. For in-
stance. the attack on capitalism
has resulted in the birth and rise
of communism. Attempts to cure
democracy of its ills have bed to
the rise of dictalorship. Endeavo-
urs to solve social problems have
led to feminisuc and birth control
Efforts to cradicate social evils

- py law have resulted in large

scale law breaking and crime. In
an endless crop of troubles
this pernicions

short,
has spring from
rree of civilisation making life" hell

for the people in west.

To be preeise this is the age
of science and technology social
conomic upliftment,

evelopment, €
¢ and com-

political conscionsness
mercial ) clashes. Man explore un-

gnown lands dives into the dee-

It has created: -

st bottom of the sea, flies upto
pe \




heaven like the birds. When Sci-
ence develops religions faith wea-
kens,  Man becomes money winded
and  materialist, ‘forgets e aims
of God’s creation of thjs universe

and man’s’ limited power they

indulge themselves ip fampant corr-

uption, ecoromic eXploitation, po};
, poli-

tical Subjecgation and r

b acial diser.
1mination, F

They have last 1oye for
each other apg becom

to their

to bring to ligh_t_th
of the Quarinje

constitutes the f
Islam,

o s

. Undam
The Islam, the

gressive of 4 religioyg. -
on five pillars-Kali |

oneness of Gog an

Namaz (daily Prayer)

ing in the mont,
Haz

’ 02&(

|
|
. . e 1 |
greater importance for this discip’
line of

' the human possions. 'Ka‘!.
lima, the first pillar of Tslams &'
Presses ope’s deep faith in 1l

Almighty and his holy Prophﬂ'i
Namaz js 1o most practical 30
democratic dis

: cipline meaning ¢9" |
ality,

: fl'alernity and unity. RO
18 the begt of all means to oo
roll the thee
lasts

Poor,

beastly possions
and pe Sympathetic 0
a Haz Strengthens ones
nd fMirds

therhood and yp
at is

il

of universal bf‘; |
derstanding- 1
Who atr:e oo o ch?
ity to-th bound to distribUted i |
Hag o OO and downtr®|
trugt *¢ sayings followed 4 th":
evilg o e |

“an be eliminated fl‘Omsouf i

Sy,
Mortunatery; most 'y
people ; y; I ... fa

r s i
lts ® not realising the thﬂ), :
- in whidh g
Ing ¢ ; eacjlﬂd
and | O explain the BTl
is cal® ]

act
than. at“ac C’ﬁd
; Iﬂd 0|

n : .
e Cducateq mind- ;'65 f
of tha~ _ ions 4 |
It explanati©

* College journd!

eric |

"’

te rms: Gj’ ;

rediculous and unacceptable that
one earnestly wishes that they
were never heard or read by any

Non-Muslims or misguided Musli-

ms. We live today in a world
form with hatred and violance and
fear and possion and the shadow

of communal clashes and radiel
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confliets hangs heavily over us.
In this crucial time the saying of
Muhammad may not be heard by
many, but it will have to be heard
and unlerstood sometime or other
it this world is to survice in any
civilized form. '

—_— —
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