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PREFACE

It is of great pleasure that the UGC has been sponsoring
various research projects in the colleges of Assam giving ample opportunities
undertaken research work, by the lecturers of the colleges. In our college too a
few of our lecturers have been engaged in such noble research works on
different topics. Such a step by the UGC has enhanced the academic
atmosplere and interest of our lecturers. In this regard ®rof. Subodh Ch.
Choudhury, the Head of the Dept. of Economics of our college has tried his
best to complete his minor research project on “Fertility Atmnong Different
Rural Communities; a case study in Hajo Development Block”. I have been
pleased with fis sincere endeavor to makg it a success. Now fhe has completed
fiis project to the satisfaction of the enfightened class like us.

I think Mr. Choudhury's minor research project will be of
much benefit and use and its contribution  will be of lasting impact in the
field of education as well as of academic interest. Mr. Choudliury’s
achievement in the particular field of work, is praisewortfy. I can'’t but

appreciate it.

Date: 4}y e e
t méi ipal,

Suren Das College, Hajo.
Prnecrps,
wrel Bas College. Haw
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HAJO DEVELOPMENT BLOCK : A Brief Study

The Hajo Development Block is situated in between 260 10' N and 26°
59 30" N latitude and 91° 26' 50" E and 91 41' E longitude . The altitude is
about 602M above the sea level and ground water level is considerably high
while the topography is smooth and plain. The North side of the block is
bounded by the Rangia Sub-Division and Kamalpur Developmment block falls
in the east. The south side of the block is bounded by the Sualkuchi
Devlopment block and Barkhetri Rev. Circle under Nalbari District falls in the
West. It is situated in the North bank of mighty Brahmaputra, in the district
of Kamrup, lies at a distance of 20 K.M north west from the city of Guwabhati.
The nearest Railway station in Nalbari in the north-west of the village at a

distance of 20 K.M.

an ancient place of immense historical importance, is a living
and religious integration. It is the confluence of three major
of the world - Hinduism, Islam and Buddhism . People
belonging to each of the three religious orders consider Hajo as a sacred
complex. Scholars and linguists holds different opinions regarding the name
of Hajo. Some of them associate Hajo with 'haj', the most sought after
pilgrimage of the Muslim community Mecca, being in most cases once-in-a-
lifetime affair. Dr. Banikanta Kakati suspects Hajo to be a Bodo place name
“Ha” means land in Bodo, 'Gojou' means high. “Ha-gojou” means high
land. Through a simplijicatory process ‘Ha- gojou’ came to be known as Hajo.
Dr. Upendranath Goswami also thinks that Hajo May be a bodo place.

We can add to this the popular legends connected with the name of Hajo.
fessing Buddhist cult often tend to believe that Gautam'a Buddha
o. His death pained his disciples, who in their painful ecstasy said
ng of the Sun. A section of scholars belive that Hajo
is named after the Mech king Haju or Hajo.Writers like Dr. Prabin Ch. Das
believe that there is abundant circumstantial evidence to establish that Hajo is
named after the Mech King Haju, who probably ruled in the 15th century A.D.

Hajo,
example of social
religious orders

People pro
died in Haj
"Ha-ju', meaning the setti

was under the rule of different royal powers from early period of
late medieval period. It was an important seat of rule of three
] camps of mediaval Assam. i.e The Kochs, Mughals and the
yagrib Madhefb temple is one of the oldest temples of the
country. The temple which is situated on a small hillock, is a unique
architectural marvel. Far from the madding crowd, the temple is a place of

peace, serenity and heavenly bliss.

Hajo
history to the
powerful roya
Ahoms. The Ha
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Hajo's historical importance is quiet interesting .This peaceful hamlet,
as it stands today , was the capital of the Koch Dynasty Raghudev, the son of
the legendary Koch hero Chilarai and the nephew of king Naranarayana of
Kochbehar, established a separate Koch Kingdom with Hajo as its capital
during the 16th century. The kingdom of Koch Hajo covered a vast area
covering Goalpara, North Kamrup and a portion of the eastwhile Darrang
district. Its eastern border Barnadi river down to the Sankosh river on the
west. The present-day Mangaldoi subdivision was once a part of the then Koc
Hajo kingdom. During the 17th century, the mastery of Koc Hajo alternated
between the Koces, the Mughals and the Ahoms. However it was under
continuous occupation of the Mughals from 1639 to 1658

Joginitantra, Markandeya Purana, Darrang Rajbons'avali and almost
every religious writing make mention of Hajo with high tone praises. Ananta

Kandali, wrote verses in praise of the place:

Hajo hena nama pabitra uttama

thane kamrupa maje
manikuta giri sikharate ache

hayagriba devaraje.

Climate and Rainfall

e climate is humid sub-tropic. The average rainfall is 1200 mm. The
and maximum air temperatures are 120 C and 37°C,

lative humidity is around 80%.

Th
average minimum
respectively. The re

elopment Block consists of three Mouza and 94 villages. These are-

Hajo Dev

Under Hajo Mouza 31

Under Ramdia Mouza 26
37

Under Paschim Banshor Mouza

Total Nos of Gaon Panchayats are - 16

t
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Total Population of the Hajo Devlopment Block :- (As per 1991 Census)

Category Male Female Total
General 63,993 58,700 1,22,695
S. C Population 6,126 5,597 11,723
S. T. Population 412 381 793
Literate 34,699 20,617 55,316
Population

Total population of Hajo Revenue Circle (as per 2001 census)

Male Female Total
1,16,122 1,08,104 2,24,226

Other Information

No. of ICDS center 172
No. of Weaving Training Center 1
Weaving Extension Service Units 183 No.
Handlooms 30 No.
WATER SUPPLY

Villages covered by water supply scheme 96 Nos.
Ring Well 37
Tube Well 921
Pipe Water Supply point 13

Information about Health
Primary Health Center 1
Block Primary Health Center 1
Mini Primary Health Center 3 No.
Government Sub Center 30 No.
Ayurvedic Cell 1 No.
Family Welfare Center 1 No.
Total Beds 10 No.
Bed Per Thousand Population 0.082 .

s a rich cultural heritage. Its cultural life manifests itself in
ering round th'e temple. The place is known for its brass
goldsmithy, Silversmithy, Weaving, Woodwork, pottery

Hajo present
variegated forms cent
and bell metal works,
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and flower culture. Agriculture is also the main business of livelihood of the
people. Each form of work is unique within its periphery. Each category of
artists and artisans cherish in their minds the perfection they invisage for the
duties of the temples. The Kahars and Morias of Hajo are engaged in brass
and bell metal works both for the deities as well as for the use of the common
people . People engaged in this industry are of late, facing tough competitions
from other states. Unless and until people come forward with a positive
attitude towards them these industries will not survive the test of time. At the
same time, such industries will have to keep pace with time for survival.

The brass smiths claim that they face a shortage of finance for which the
income from this profession appears to be small. Presentaly, the brass smithy
is virtually under the control of the Mahajans or the middleman. The raw
materials i.e., the brass sheets for the industry are obtained by the Mahajans
from the city or elsewhere and then given to the artisans for making utensils.
In reality, these brass metal artisans of Hajo are to a great extent at the mercy
of the Mahajans. They get the contract for work only when there is demand
for their products. In addition to the contracts with the Mahajans, they
occasionally supply their products directly to the users like the community
organisations through direct negotiations or to the co-villagers without the

involvement of the middleman.

There are two Brass smiths ‘co-operative societies’- one in
Muslimpatty and the other in Bharalitola. The functions of the co-operative
societies are to (1) supply raw materials to the artisans to produced finished
goods (2) receive back the finished products on payment of wages and (3)
market the products. But the shortage of funds of the societies is a great
hurdle and it is alleged that both these societies have failed to meet the

primary need of the artisans by supplying the raw materials to them.

Nor the societies appear to have taken any step to supervise the process of
production, supply the modernized equipments or to train the artisans in the
trade. As a result the brass smiths were forced to rely upon the Mahajans for
the supply of the raw materials. The co-opel:ative society of Bhoralitola viz,
the Hajb Industrial Multipurpose Cooperative Society is on the verge of
closure due to its failure to pay to the state Government an amount of Rs.
51000 approx. being the s'ales tax on the.z goods sold by it. This society had a
membership of 21 Bhoralitola bFass SmllEhS. Tl}e Muslimpatty society is also
not functioning up to eXpectatlf)ns. This society has a membership of 60s
Muslimpatty brass smiths. But it has been gathered that 80% of the brass
smiths of this neighbourhopd depend upon the Mahajans.

In respect of the marketing of the finished goods, it is middleman who
controls it. The existing societies market only 10% of the total product. 90% of

the goods a

re sold within the state while the rest are sent outside. The
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following may be considered as some of the contributory factors making for
the decaying situation in the management of the brass smith household
industry at Hajo.
a) lack of adequate capital in the hands of the artisans.
b) Lack of marketing capability of the artisans due to the fear of capital
being blocked.
c¢) Lack of accessibility, to the consumers.
d) Exploitation by the Mahajans.
e) Failure of the co-operative societies to meet the needs of the brass
smiths.
. f) Seasonal nature of the works.

g) Inadequate government help.
h) Availability of cheaper items in the market.

In order to remedy the situations suggestions have been made to remove
the deficiencies of the co-operative societies so that these can render the
necessary assistance to the artisans in production, supply raw materials at

controlled rate through out the year and popularize the products by
improving their quality. Modern implements should be introduced with

proper training to the artisans.

Weaving , wherever done , is exclusively carried out by the female
.members of the household. The handloom weaving is a traditional features
common to all Assamese families and a household in rural Assam is suppose
to possess one Joom among other things. Every woman of Assam is a born
weaver. No Assamese girl who does not weave can except to become a wife.

And she weaves fairly tale in cloth.

Dexterity in weaving is still considered as an important quality for a
marriageable girl, particularly in the rural areas. Since the early days weaving
has been considered as an important economic activity of the female members
in the household. It serves as a subsidiary source of income for the household
, because pesides meeting the needs of the home, woven cloths are also sold
outside.

The rural family weavers weave only cotton cloths and the two
common items of their produce are the Gamocha and the Chadar. These cloths
are sold to the individual households by going from house to house within the
village or outside. They also take orders from the Cloth Stores to weave these

items on the pasis of contracts.

pisciculture is @ important profession traditionally carried on by the
community of fishermane Flshcu.lture and fish trade have generated a culture
of its own. This community has its own folk traditions, folk beliefs, folk songs,
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fests and festivals. Fish related folk-culture has its own uniqueness. The
educational scenario of the place is also no less fascinating. In the vear 1826,
immediately after the ‘Treaty of yand also, M. David Scott, the then
commissioner of Assam province, established 11 primary schools in the state,
of which one was established at Hajo. And the present Hajo Balak Ushya
Buniadi Vidyalaya is believed to owe its Paternity to that original School. The
famous autobiography of Sadarmin States, the school referred to above was
established at Hajo in 1842-43(Page-37). All such notes, however, establish the
educational background of the place. Besides, during the past Hajo was a
centre of Sanskrit learning. Every locality of the place had a “Tol”.

The flower culture in Hajo has its own uniqueness. People cultivate
flower not only for aesthetic sense but also for earning a bread. This
professional flower culture, inextricably linked with the temple culture, is
reflective of the taste and aesthetic sense of the people. A community called
Malis is engaged in this flower culture. Even outside the community flower
trade has flourished in the area. Presently threatened from the flower tycoons
operating from outside the state, especially from Calcutta.

The satellite villages around Hajo, wherein the famous temple
stands are also equally fascinating places. Damdama is an important area
within Hajo development block. The name of Damdama has an unresolved
linkage with the Sikh Guru Teg Bahadur who came to the place. The place has
a ‘distant’ relationship with the famous Damdama sahib of Amritsor.
Sualkuchi, the textile township, is popularly known as the Manchester of
Assam. Eri and muga textile constitute the biggest industry and trade in the
place. Similarly Ramdia has been a centre of neo vaishnavite faith propagated
by Sankardeva. Again villages like Dihina, Japia, Saikiapara, Rajabazar,
Kalitakuchi, Bamundi etc. Have their immense historical importance.

The cultural heritage of Hajo is a chapter by itself. Right from the
distant Past hajo has been a centre of learning and literacy activities. Ananta
Kandali, Ram Saraswati, Durgabor, Kumarie Bhatta, Bisay Chandra Biswasi,
Kaliram Medhi, Raghunath Choudhury, Saurav Kumar Chaliha, hailing from
greater Hajo area, have substanti?lly efnnched Assamese literature. The 65th
Session of Assam Sahitya Sabha is being hosted by the people of the Hajo
area. As many as thirteen branches of the Sabha have decided to host the
Session from 17t February to 20th February 19?9. This integrated literary efforts
is enough to prove that Hajo is synonymous with integration.
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